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The clergyman and the physician were of course exceedingly
astonished at this singular discovery. In the evening, all their
skill was called for, when our friend returned, and, with a cir-
cumstantial disclosure of the whole occurrence, uttered the most
violent accusations of himself. Both took interest in him ; both
felt a real concern ahout his general condition, particularly as he
painted it in the gloomy colours which arose from the humour
of the moment.
Next day the physician, without much entreaty, was prevailed
upon to accompany him in his return ; both 'that he might bear
him company, and that he might, if possible, do something for
Aurelia, whom onr friend had left in rather dangerous circum-
stances.
In fact, they found her worse than they expected. She was
afflicted with a sort of intermittent fever, which could the less be
mastered, as she purposely maintained and aggravated the attacks
of it. The stranger was not introduced as a physician : he behaved
with great courteousness and prudence. They conversed about
her situation bodily and mental: her new Mend related many
anecdotes of persons who, in spite of lingering disorders, had
attained a good old age; adding, that in such cases, nothing could
be more injurious than the intentional recalling of passionate and
disagreeable emotions. In particular he stated, that for persons
labouring under chronic and partly incurable distempers, he had
always found it a very happy circumstance when they chanced to
entertain, and cherish in their minds, true feelings of religion.
This he signified in the most unobtrusive manner; as it were
historically; promising Aurelia at the same time the reading of a
very interesting manuscript, which he said he had received from
the hands of an excellent lady of his friends, who was now de-
ceased. "To me," he said, "it is of uncommon value; and
I shall trust you even with the original. Nothing but the title is
in my handwriting: I have called it, Confessions of a Fair Saint."
Touphing the medical and dietetic treatment of the racked and
hapless patient, he also left his best advice with Wilhelm. He
then departed; promising to write; and, if possible, to come
again in person.
Meanwhile, in Wilhelm's absence, there had changes been
preparing Such as he was not aware of. During his directorship,
our ftiend had managed all things with a certain liberality and
freedom; looking chiefly at the main result* "Whatever was re-

